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University School of Law.  The second program was Bridges to the Past: Looking After Older 
Legal Materials (Rare and Historical) , cosponso red with the Technical Services- SIS and the 
Academic Law Libraries- SIS.  

A reception at Meyer Boswell Books was one of the features at the 1992 Annual Meeting in San 
Francisco.  The SIS sponsored two programs that year, Crime and Punishment in Early 
California  and Ephemera: To Collect or Not . 5  That year’s business meeting included a “ Meeting 
after the Meeting” where an SIS response to the R eport and Recommendations of the Special 
Committee on Preservation Needs of Law Libraries was discussed.  

1992 -93 brought a situation that has sometimes been a problem for the small SIS: s everal 
program proposals were submitted to the AALL Education Committee but none were accepted.  
Chair Cynthia Arkin wrote that the rejections bring up what appears to be a problem that won’t 
go away.”  

Certainly, as academics (which most of us are), and in  particular as people 



Pittsburgh included one SIS program : Judges’ Lives: J udicial Biography  in America , moderated 
by Warren Billings .  The 1996 meeting in Indianapolis featured two SIS sponsored programs: 
The Impact of Roman Law on the Civil Law Tradition, cosponsored with the  Foreign and 
International Law SIS and coordinated by Dan Wade, and Secrets in the Stacks: Rare Books in 
Small to Medium -Sized Libraries  coordinated by Gretchen Feltes.   Another L egal History &  Rare 
Books -SIS program, Glanville’s World: The Rise of English  Common Law  was offered at the 1997 
Annual Meeting in Baltimore.   

 Daniel Smith, of Lawbook Exchange,  Ltd.  took over as newsletter editor beginning with 
Volume 6 in 1996.  He held that position through 1998.  LH&RB  thereafter entered a brief 
period of inact ivity , temporarily ending plans to make it available online.  

An effort to reinvigorate the SIS 



republication.   That issue of the newsletter also included an index covering all the earlier 
editions of LH&RB .  It was also the first issue of the newsletter to be distributed electronically.  

The late Morris Cohen authored a series in LH&RB titled From My Commonplace Book that 
began in the Fall of 2004 with volume 11.  It ran through volume 12 and was one of the most 
popular features ever published in the newsletter.  

The 2005 Annual Meeting in San Antonio featured three SIS programs .  They were: Deadwood: 
The Power of Film to Teach Foundations in Native American Treaty Law and United States 
Territorial Law 8, Los Archivos de las Indias: Judicial and Legislative Information on the Spanish 
Colonial Period in the United States  and Values, Video, and Vignettes: Using Video Oral History 
Techniques to Document the Unwritten Histories of AALL .  Unfortunately the first two programs 
were scheduled for the same time slot. 9 

At the 2006 Annual Meeting in St. Louis, the SIS marked the AALL Ce ntennial at our 
Roundtable .  The 1906 World , presented by Carol Billings, Beth Chamberlain, Stacy Etheredge, 
Lucinda Harrison -Cox, Kurt Metzmeier and Mark Podvia, reviewed 1906 law  practice, world 
events, literature, clothing, sports, and industry .  The SI S co-



The 2008 Annual Meeting was held in Portland, Oregon, a city that boasts more microbreweries 
than any other city in America.  It seemed appropriate that the SIS celebrate this with a special 
program: Beer and the Law: A Legal History of Beer, Brewing and Gov ernment Regulation from 
the German Purity Law to the M icrobrew Movement .  Other program s in Portland were  Law 
Library Journal at 100: The Evolution of a Publication, Oregon’s Death With Dignity Act (DWDA): 
A Legal History  and Explore the New World of Legal History Research – Be Prepared to Wiki!  The 
SIS also cosponsored a full -day workshop,  Yikes! What’s In This Box? Managing Archive 
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was The City and the River: The Thames in the Liber Albus  by Ian  Burke. 14  The winners were 
honored at the SIS Reception.  

In October 2010 LH&RB  published its first- ever Hallowe’en issue.   It featured articles on the 
witchcraft collection at G eorge Washington University ’s Jacob Burns Law Library  by Mary Kate 
Hunter , on haunted courthouses by Kurt 



sponsor on ly  one program at the 2013 Annual Meeting in Seattle: Sharing the Legacy of the 
Internment of Japanese Americans: How Law L ibraries Can Help Preserve and Provide Access to 
Stories of Advocacy and Justice.   However, our Education Committee supported two 
independent program proposals : Wine and the Law : An Overview of Wine and Winemakin g from 
Ancient B abylon to the Modern Washington State Wine Industry  and Beyond Digitization: 
Designing and Marketing a Collaborative Online Experience Using the Tokyo War Crimes Trial 
Papers.   Chair Mike Widener organized an excellent SIS Reception at Seat tle’s Palomino 
Restaurant.  

Sarah Levine- Gronningsater, a Ph. D. candidate at the University of Chicago was t he winner of 
the fifth annual Morris L. Cohen Student Essay Competition .  Her essay was titled Louis 
Napoleon’s Secret Service: Gradual Emancipation,  Antislavery Legal Culture, and the Origins of 
the Lemmon Slave Case 1852 .   She was unable to attend the annual meeting, so R unner -up 
Matthew Axtell, a Ph.D. candidate at Princeton University, presented his excellent essay, 
Customs of the River: Legal Cha nge and Shifting Hydrology in the 19th -Century Steamboat 
Economy.  

In an agreement with the Technical Services- SIS, the Legal History &  Rare Books -SIS took over 
sponsorship of the Rare Book Cataloging Roundtable .  



Budget  and The Civil Rights Act of 1964: Celebrating Its 50th Anniversary.  Professor Sanford 
Levinson , a leading Constitutional law expert,  spoke at the  latter program.  

The SIS also hosted its first -ever Legal History Meeting.  Professor Michael Ariens of St. Mary’s 
School of Law, author of Lone Star Law: A Legal History of Texas, was the speaker.  The SIS 
Reception was held at Mexican Manhattan on the Riverwalk and a 16 th  century “mystery 
guest,” later revealed to be none other than Sir Francis Bacon, put in an appearance at the SIS 
table in the exhibit hall. 19  Chair Jennie Meade found edible “bookworms” for us to give away to 
visitors at the table; we also marked our anniversary by giving away two free one -year SIS 
membership, one to a CONELL member and one to a-4-u1(t)-8.195-8(o)46,a( )Td5wamll.



1992 -199 3, Cynthia Arkin  

1993 -199 4, Daniel L. Wade  

1994 -199 5, Mary Cooper Gilliam  

1995 -199 6, Byron Cooper 

1996 -1997, Mark Folmsbee  

1997 -1998, Gretchen Feltes 

1998 -1999, Laura Anne Bedard  

1999 -2000, Daniel Smith  

2000 -200 1, Joel Fishman  

2001 -200 2, Katherine Hedin  

2002 -200 3, Kurt Metzmeier 

2003 -200 4, Mark Podvia  

2004 -200 5, Robert Mead 

2005 -200 6, Laura Ray  

2006 -200 7, Laura Ray  

2007 -200 8, Karen S. Beck  

2008 -200 9, Karen S. Beck  

2009 -2010, Stacy E theredge  

2010 -2011, Stacy Etheredge  

2011 -2012, Sarah Yates  

2102 -2013, Michael Widener  

2013 -2014, Jennie Meade 

2014 -present, Sabrina Sondhi  


